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The Annual Meeting of Columbia
Neighborhood Watch will be held on
September 27, 2017at 7 pm at City
Hall Conference room A. There will
be a guest speaker from the Columbia Police Department.
Our President will start the meeting
with our accomplishments for the past
year in his State of the Watch presentation to the members in
attendance. We will then vote to confirm Board members. The
guest speakers will be next. At the end of the meeting we will
have the drawing for door prizes. The meeting should last
approximately 1.5 hours.

Officer Jason McClintic , Police
Liaison
Maria Phelps
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CPD’s Liaisons Corner

Columbia

Highlights from Officer McClintic

National Night Out 2018 was once again a success for many Columbia neighborhoods that were interested in reaching out to each other and with public service professionals. Approximately eighteen neighborhood groups held events on Tuesday,
August 7th that included ice cream socials, BBQ's, potluck dinners, and block parties to welcome each other and communicate about safety and other mutual concerns. Officials from the Columbia Police Department, Columbia Fire Department
and the Columbia Parks and Recreation Department also attended these events in
conjunction with several board members from Columbia Neighborhood Watch.
Many success stories and ideas were discussed and brought to the attention of
these groups to help in providing for a better neighborhood team building experience. Crime prevention was a key topic as were the best ways to report and respond to various emergency situations. These type of events are recognized as an
integral part of a successful Neighborhood Watch program and we extend a big
Thank you to those that hosted and attended these events. We all look forward to
staying connected and focused on building even safer communities as the year progresses.
We thank all those that participated.

Speaker is available
If you are a member on an organization that would like a speaker, please contact us at col.neighwatch@gmail.com to arrange. We can provide an informative talk
on Neighborhood Watch from 20 minutes to as little as 5 minutes and will answer any
questions your members may have.
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Public Image
The Board of Columbia Neighborhood
Watch has participated in three major public
events and some minor events this past year.
This is part of our aim to make CNW more familiar to the citizens of Columbia and gain membership.
Most recently we were invited to join the
CPD’s COU’s event at Indian Hill park for their
neighborhood BBQ on July 28th. We also had
booths at the Senior Fair and the Home Show,
both held at the Parkade Center.

Crime Stoppers provides a means of communication for members of the public to anonymously provide law enforcement agencies with information on crimes or
suspects. Tipster can give information without revealing their identity and may be eligible for a financial reward for the information they provide. For Columbia and
Boone County call: (573) 875-8977.

Facebook: Columbia Neighborhood Watch
internet: www.columbianeighborhood watch.org

Columbia Neighborhood Watch
To participate in
the

GIVING Tuesday campaign

Your Columbia Neighborhood Watch is a 501c3 nonprofit as defined by the Internal
Revenue Service. This means that all donations, large or small, contributed to the organization are fully deductible on both personal and business tax returns.
Columbia Neighborhood Watch relies solely on individual and business gifts and public grants to exist and fulfill its mission to inform, train and encourage residents to work
together to establish and maintain neighborhood watch programs with the goal of reducing crime.
These programs and resources are offered without cost to the citizens of Columbia; but they are not free to produce, deliver, and support. Several thousands of dollars are required annually to produce the printed training materials, handouts that are
used at community and annual events, signs that are mounted and maintained at
each Neighborhood Watch Community, not to mention the cost associated with maintaining a website, email services, Facebook presence, and many other electronic resources to assist our community, in fighting crime and making Columbia a safer place
to live, work, and enjoy the fruit of our labors.
Violent crime is up and non-violent crime (burglary, theft, etc.) has almost doubled.
The Columbia Police Department is understaffed by over one-third (1/3) of its authorized strength. There are times when there are as few as seven (7) police officers on
the streets of Columbia attempting to protect 120,000+ residents plus visitors over
nearly seventy (70) square miles. Those are unrealistic expectations and our officers
need all the public support that they can get. This is why your Columbia Neighborhood
Watch is sooooooo….. important.
. Please mark your calendars and seriously consider a generous gift to the only nonprofit organization in Columbia that is dedicated to the prevention of crime and the
protection of life and property. Every dollar goes directly to our programs, not one
penny is used for overhead or administrative costs, our board is 100% volunteer.
Again, mark your calendars for November 27th with very a generous contribution..
DONATE Here:

Desire + Ability + Opportunity = Crime
Crime is like a table with 3 legs - it takes all 3 legs for a table to stand, but if
you take away one of the legs, the table isn’t supported.
Desire, ability, and opportunity - all 3 of these conditions must exist before a
crime can be committed. The Police Department knows that while we cannot
stop someone from having a desire to commit crime, we can certainly remove
their ability and opportunity. This is where you come into play. By following
tips presented to you by Columbia Neighborhood Watch and applying them to
your home, your decrease the ability and opportunity of a would be criminal. By
making if harder you also reduce their desire to break in.
Crime Prevention is a community effort. With your help, the Police Department
can empower neighborhoods and citizens to do their part to recognize and help
prevent crime.

FTC Warns of Bitcoin Blackmail Scam
Letters target men and threaten to reveal 'secrets' unless fees are paid
A new bitcoin blackmail scam aimed at men has the Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
warning consumers to report it to police or the FBI if they receive a threatening letter.
Designed to extort thousands of dollars by alleging the targets have a secret to keep from
their wives, the letters suggest the men must pay in bitcoin to keep the “cheating” secret.
A sample sentence from the letter was posted on the FTC website: “I know about the secret
you are keeping from your wife and everyone else. You can ignore this letter, or pay me a
$8600 confidentiality fee in Bitcoin.”
The FTC advises consumers who receive such a letter to report it to their local police or the
FBI.
This isn’t the only bitcoin scam going around, nor the only bitcoin scam involving indiscreet
matters. Scammers have also threatened to expose alleged online pornography viewers if
they aren’t sent a bitcoin payment.

