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December, 2019

Board of Directors

SEASONS GREETINGS

Irwin Schneider, President
Elaine Heckenkamp, Vice President

FROM YOUR

Jeff Hempstead, Secretary
Herb Watchinski Jr, Treasurer

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH BOARD

Tess Buchner

May you all have a
wonderful and safe
Holiday.

Nolanda Dodd
Sandy Perley,
Jacob Novak
Caleb Couture
Officer Jason McClintic, Police Liaison
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A special thanks to our members who serve
as Captains and Co-Captains.
It is with your dedication that makes
Neighborhood Watch work.
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CPD’s Liaisons Corner

Columbia

Ways to Protect Your Home During
the Holidays

Stolen firearms from motor vehicles has become and is continuing to be a major problem throughout our entire country and specifically in Columbia Missouri. Crime is
usually the intended outcome from guns that are stolen.
After all, they're stolen by criminals. Meaning that your gun could be used to hurt an
innocent person.. Think about that next time you want to leave your gun in your car.
Breaking it down even further, it seems that another percentage of those cars even
had the keys left inside them, or easily available.
This means that even if the gun is “locked in my trunk” they can get to it if you leave
your keys in the ignition, glove box, or sun visor.
In fact, everything you can do to make a criminal's job harder, the better off you'll be.
Studies have shown that the harder a target is, the easier it is for the criminal to walk
away and look for an easier target.
This means never leaving a firearm in either a locked or unlocked car. Every single
thing you can do to make their lives harder, the better off you'll be in the long run
because you won't be one of those statistics. Anything is better than leaving your gun
in an unsecured car. Even if you think you live in a safe neighborhood, nothing is
guaranteed.
You can't know who is coming through your town, looking for cars to burglarize. It's always better to be safe than sorry.

Crime Stoppers provides a means of communication for members of the public to
anonymously provide law enforcement agencies with information on crimes or suspects. Tipster can give information without revealing their identity and may be eligible
for a financial reward for the information they provide. For Columbia and Boone
County call: (573) 875-8977.
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Columbia Neighborhood Watch will be participating again this year on “Giving Tuesday”
as our only fund raiser. Please consider helping us and giving a donation.

The CPD is short handed and needs the community’s help and Columbia Neighborhood Watch is here to assist. Let’s organize more neighborhoods to help the police,
make them safer and more cooperative.
A sample comment from a local citizen 10/24/2019:
“I had never heard about Columbia Neighborhood Watch until a friend suggested I follow them on FB. I am able to see that they are active in the community and care about
the safety in our communities. I hope to join a training soon and get the NW started in
my neighborhood to make it a safer place to live!”
But it cost money to operate our program. Please consider a donation to help us
continue our mission. Columbia Neighborhood Watch has no paid staff, so all funds are
used to support our mission.
Where will the money raised will go?
Crime Prevention and neighborhood safety. Every dollar raised, 100% goes into our
program as there are no paid employees, only volunteers.
Examples of what donations will buy:
$10 = 10 Neighborhood Watch booklets
$20 = 1 Complete Training Folder
$40 = 1 Neighborhood Watch street sign

Donations can be made on our website:
www.columbianeighborhoodwatch.org or by mail to
Columbia Neighborhood Watch
503 East Nifong #183
Columbia, MO 65201

Thank you for your support!
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Did you know that you can shop on Amazon and they will
donate to Columbia Neighborhood Watch and it won’t cost
you a dime?
1. Visit smile.amazon.com. (same products as Amazon)
2. Sign in with your Amazon username & password and Choose Your Charity
- Columbia Neighborhood Watch
3. Begin shopping!
Once you’ve selected your charity everything else functions the same as with Amazon. Shop for your favorite products or the perfect gift. Most products are eligible
on Amazon Smile–if not, you’ll be notified. You can checkout normally as well. No
extra cost is passed onto you–Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase to
Columbia Neighborhood Watch!

Check out charities at www.give.org or www.charitynavigator.org
before giving any money. Make donations directly to the organizations
you know .
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Annual Meeting Report 2019
We have met all of the goals that the Board set.
Our goals were:
Update Captains list - Completed, but is an ongoing task
Continue to improve the Training Power Point - We updated the Power Point in August
2019 and will continue to update as needed.
6 Training sessions - have conducted Six trainings. Five were open to the general public and one was closed onsite training. These trainings resulted in 145 new members
and 14 new Captains.
Attend at least one public event.
We had an information booth at the Home Show and Senior Fair.
We attended several public events held by the CPD
We participated in Columbia's National Night Out
"Speakers Group" to talk to Clubs and Organizations - We have given talks to several Clubs and Neighborhood associations.
Work on getting together the information so we may apply for grants - Being done.
We currently have 1 monetary grant and 3 in-kind grants. We have applied for 2 additional monetary grants and are awaiting results.
Send Thank You to new Captains/ Co-Captains - Being done, in addition we thank all
Captains and Co-Captains each year through our Newsletter.
Send Newsletter Quarterly - Being Done
Reach out to City Council Members to attend and reach out to their constituents
to attend Watch Trainings. Doing - Have had 2 Council Members attend trainings
held in their Ward.

In addition to these goals the Board addressed several other items.
Our Budget.
As everyone knows we rely on donations which have not been coming in. The City of
Columbia is giving us a $5000 grant
We earned Better Business Bureau accreditation and the Silver Seal of Transparency
from Guide Star.
We are continuing with the Email Service
Has allowed us to contact All of our members….
Helped us to keep our membership Roster up to date. (We have found the
residents are very mobile and a number of members have moved out of
Columbia.)
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Your Board participated in five public events this past year. Below is a picture of our
booth at the Mature Living Festival that was held at the Parkade Plaza on October 4,
2019. We held a drawing for a Walmart gift card. Mrs. Terry Gatewood was the lucky
winner.

Help us by using Amazon Smile and name Columbia Neighborhood Watch as
who you want them to donate to at no cost to you.
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Scam Calls
“Missourians should always be vigilant and be careful when answering these scam
calls. If you receive one of these calls, hang up immediately and call my office – we
will take action wherever possible,” said Attorney General Schmitt.
Scammers claim to be with Apple Support stating that the recipient’s iCloud account
has been compromised and that they need to press 1 to protect their account. Missourians should hang up immediately if they receive these calls. An example of the
robocall can be found here: https://youtu.be/h2Uev0VDBrM.
The Attorney General’s Office has also seen a rise in live callers trying to scam Missourians along the same premise.
The Attorney General’s Office yesterday announced a lawsuit against a Floridabased telemarketer for violations of the Missouri no-call list.
Missourians can sign up for the Do-Not-Call list online at www.ago.mo.gov/app/
NoCallRegistration or by calling 1-866-buzzoff (1-866-289-9633). Citizens who receive harassing solicitation calls should file a complaint online or at 1-866-662-2551.

_________________________________________________________________

Joke:
A Police Officer found a perfect hiding place to watch for speeding motorist.
One day, he was suspicious when everyone was driving under the speed limit, so
he investigated and found the problem. A boy was standing on the side of the road
with a huge hand-painted sign: “Radar Trap Ahead.”
Going further, the officer discovered another boy about 500 yards beyond the radar
trap with a sign reading “Tips” and a bucket full of change.
.
__________________________________________________________________
_

