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Columbia Neighborhood Watch Newsletter

Spring 2022

‘Hell�’ fro� th� New Boar� Presiden�, Noland� Dod�

Hello, I would like to introduce myself. My name is Nolanda Dodd and I am the new CNW Board
President.  I have been a Board member of CNW for a few years and recently was asked to run for the
role of President as Irwin Schneider decided to completely enjoy retirement and hopefully get some
traveling in with his wife.  First and foremost, I would like to thank Irwin for all of his hard work and
dedication to the Neighborhood Watch Program and wish him the best with retirement.

A little about me…I have lived in Columbia for almost 28 years.  I have 3 adult daughters and 4 precious
grandbabies.  I work for Central Missouri Community Action where I have been for 20+ years and
currently run a grant funded healthy relationship program.  I got involved in Neighborhood Watch when
I moved to a new neighborhood a few years back and they were holding a training at the elementary
school. I was able to listen to our Columbia Police Liaison speak about the things that the community
and neighborhoods can do to stay safe and I knew that I wanted to be a part of that.

My main goal as President of Columbia Neighborhood Watch is to bring CNW back to the basics of
promoting community involvement, connecting individuals, and providing training and information to
help reduce crime and keep neighborhoods safe.  Some of the ways I hope to see CNW accomplish this
is by offering online and in-person training, making better connections with the block captains and
inviting a more diverse population to join us on the board.  I look forward to working together to help
make Columbia a safer place to live! Please never hesitate to contact me via email, text or phone at any
time and thank you for your support of Columbia’s Neighborhood Watch Program!

N. Dodd
573.239.1776
col.neighwatch@gmail.com
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Columbia Neighborhood Watch Board of Directors
Nolanda Dodd, President Vacant, Vice President

Kathy Newlon, Secretary Herb Watchinski Jr, Treasurer

Jeffrey Hempstead, Grants Jacob Novak, Signs

Al Barrier, Events Officer Jason McClintic, Police Liaison

Vacant Vacant

We currently have three openings on the CNW Board. If you are interested, contact us at
col.neighwatch@gmail.com with Board Opening in the subject line. We will then provide you with a
Board Prospective to give you an idea of what the duties entail. After reviewing the Prospective, our
Board President would love to chat with you about any questions that you might have.  Finally, you will
be invited to sit in on one of our Board Meetings to observe and make a final decision if you would like
the Board to vote on accepting you as a Board Member.

Columbia Neighborhood Watch is all about promoting community involvement in fighting crime by
connecting people, information and ideas through our website, annual events and training sessions.

The MISSION of Columbia Neighborhood Watch is to inform, train and encourage residents to work
together to establish neighborhood watch programs with the goal of reducing crime.

A special thanks to our members who serve as

Captains and Co-Captains.

It is your dedication that makes Neighborhood Watch work.
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Community Training Events
We are currently offering training online via zoom.  This allows you to attend
training from the comfort of your own home while learning valuable information
on how to keep your home and neighborhood safe.

You can sign up for an upcoming training by visiting our website:

https://www.columbianeighborhoodwatch.org/training/

Our next community training will be held via Zoom on Monday, May 9th
starting at 6:30pm. Our full 2022 training calendar can be accessed on our website.

Once you have completed registration, you will be notified by email of the
date and time along with a login. Your attendance will be recorded and you
will become a member once you have taken the test and survey at the end of
the training.

When 50% of your neighbors become CNW members you will get a free
street sign to warn off criminals, so encourage others to sign up too!

Neighborhood Specific Training Sessions

We also offer private specific training to neighborhood associations, organizations or other interested
groups. Please contact us to arrange a training session. You can review guidelines for requesting
neighborhood specific training sessions on our website.
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CPD Liaison Corner
Prevention-focused community policing is a modern organizational
philosophy with the primary goal of working cooperatively with citizens to
identify and resolve issues that can affect the quality of life in their
neighborhoods through a prevention-based approach. The primary
management of police resources is geographical. Officers that are assigned to
defined smaller geographical areas often feel a sense of ownership for that
area. Officers commonly know many of the people who live and work in the

area and are intimately familiar with the area’s geography, businesses, schools, and churches.

The partnership between Columbia Neighborhood Watch and the Columbia Police Department is a
valuable tool to assist in this community policing priority. If your Neighborhood Watch group or
Neighborhood association would be interested in scheduling an informal meet and greet with some of
your beat officers, please contact me at jason.mcclintic@como.gov so I may help coordinate with our
department’s Communications and Outreach Office to schedule the event.

____________________________________________________________________________________

Crime Stoppers provides a means of communication for members of

the public to anonymously provide law enforcement agencies with
information on crimes or suspects. Tipsters can give information without
revealing their identity and may be eligible for a financial reward for the
information they provide.  For Columbia and Boone County call: (573)
875-8977.
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Neighborhood Safety Tips for Parents

Unfortunately no neighborhood is completely immune to crime. However, there are steps you can take
to help keep your family and your neighborhood safe.

● Know where your children are. Have your children tell you or ask permission before leaving the
house and give them a time to check in or be home. When possible, have them leave a phone
number of where they will be.

● Help children learn important phone numbers. Have your children practice reciting their home
phone number and address, and your work and cell phone numbers. If they have trouble
memorizing these, write them down on a card and have them carry it at all times. Tell your
children where you will be and the best way to reach you.

● Set limits on where your children can go in your neighborhood. Do you want them crossing
busy roads? Playing in alleys or abandoned buildings? Are there certain homes in your
neighborhood that you don’t want your children to go to?

● Get to know your children’s friends. Meet their parents before letting your children go to their
home and keep a list of their phone numbers. If you can’t meet their parents, call and talk to
them. Ask what your children might do at their house and if they will be supervised.

● Choose a safe house in your neighborhood. Pick a neighbor’s house where your children can
go if they need help. Point out other places they can go for help, like stores, libraries, and police
stations.

● Teach children to settle arguments with words, not fists. Role-play talking out problems, walking
away from fist fights, and what to do when confronted with bullies. Remind them that taunting
and teasing can hurt friends and make enemies.

● Work together with your neighbors. Watch out for suspicious and unusual behavior in your
neighborhood. Get to know your neighbors and their children so you can look out for one
another.
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Summer is right around the corner! Here are some safety tips to keep in mind:
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Porch Pirates

It is reported that about 30% of customers have reported that their packages were
stolen. To prevent this UPS and FedEx have programs that allow you to reroute
packages to your office or another site for pickup. You can even have packages
delivered to nearby stores. Another alternative is to have the package delivered to a

trusted neighbor who is usually home.

UPS: Package theft prevention

Luckily, there are ways of keeping packages safe from theft, including: UPS My Choice® and UPS
Access Point® programs.
https://www.ups.com/us/en/services/knowledge-center/article.page?name=how-to-keep-packages-saf
e-from-porch-pirates&kid=art16a45bd35dd

FedEx:

FedEx Delivery Manager services help make sure your packages don’t go missing.:
https://www.fedex.com/en-us/delivery-manager.html

How to prevent stolen or missing packages:
https://www.fedex.com/en-us/delivery-manager/how-to-prevent-stolen-missing-packages.html -
2020-10-01
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Did you know…

Columbia Neighborhood Watch is a non-profit organization that relies on donations from people like
you. There are several ways you can donate to keep you Neighborhood Watch working for you:

Donate to Columbia Neighborhood Watch
Donations to Columbia Neighborhood Watch are tax deductible and very much
appreciated. When a donation is made, a receipt will be mailed to you for taxes.
Donations can be sent to:

Columbia Neighborhood Watch
503 E Nifong, #183
Columbia, MO 65201-3792

You can also donate on our website, https://www.columbianeighborhoodwatch.org/donations/ and
click the “Donate Now” button

_____________________________________________________________________________

You can also shop on Amazon and they will donate to
Columbia Neighborhood Watch and it won’t cost you a
dime!!

1. Visit smile.amazon.com.  (same products as  Amazon)

2. Sign in with your Amazon username & password and Choose Your Charity- Columbia
Neighborhood Watch

3. Begin shopping!

Once you’ve selected your charity everything else functions the same as with Amazon. Shop for your
favorite products or the perfect gift. Most products are eligible on Amazon Smile–if not, you’ll be
notified. You can checkout normally as well. No extra cost is passed onto you–Amazon will donate
0.5% of your purchase to Columbia Neighborhood Watch!

Pro Tip: Always remember to Check out charities at www.give.org or www.charitynavigator.org
before giving any money. Make donations directly to the organizations you know .
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We celebrated National Public

Safety Telecommunicators Week

in April!

Thank you, Dispatchers,

for all you do!

___________________________________________________________________

Nextdoor
Are you an online member of Nextdoor?

Nextdoor is an online platform for neighborhoods to connect.  It is built on the idea that the
neighborhood is one of the most important communities in an individual’s life. They strive to be a place
where neighbors everywhere go for trusted connections and the exchange of helpful information,
goods, and services. Nextdoor’s objective is to utilize technology to help neighbors construct more
powerful and much safer neighborhoods. To get started in your neighborhood today go to:
https://nextdoor.com/invite/lgxycldqpzwpqmffmhfh?isource=link
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More ways to get connected to the Columbia Neighborhood Watch Program:

● Check us out and like us on Facebook: Columbia Neighborhood Watch
https://www.facebook.com/ColumbiaNeighborhoodWatch/?ref=pages_you_
manage

● Visit our website at www.columbianeighborhoodwatch.org
● Email: col.neighwatch@gmail.com
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